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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 143 


American Nickel Works, 
Camden, N.J., 
December 9, 1886 


Hon. Danl. M. Fox, Supt. U.S. Mint 
Dear Sir 


Pray do not think me intrusive if I offer another suggestion concerning the nickel-copper 
alloy in your hands derived and to be derived from the melting of old coins. That metal was 
excluded from our current contract for the making of coin planchets, for the reason, as I 
understand, that it is charged to you by the U.S. Treasury as coin and must be returned by you to 
the Treasury as coin, without being in any way commingled with material purchased by the 
Mint, or passing out of your possession as a U.S. depositary. Your aim naturally is to complete 
the delivery of the now burdened Mint from the annoyance of manufacturing more coin 
planchets, and to place at the disposal of the U.S. Treasury as promptly as possible actual coins 
fit for issue. 


My suggestion is this. Let me deliver to you from time to time parcels of 5 ct. coin 
planchets and take from you at same times (not before) equal weights, less 2 oz. wastage, of the 
old coin metal, securing for this service the same compensation you are to pay for the conversion 
of pure coin material — 25 cts. per Ib. You could thus return the whole mass in new coins to the 
Treasury before the end of January. 


Yours Truly, 
Joseph Wharton 


